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February 24.

Three-fourths of all the so-called philosophy, as well as all the
poetry, spoken or written about Man, Nature, and the Universe
is merely the writer's or speaker's subjective feelings (and feelings
very often extremely unsuitable and misplaced) thrown into objec-
tive language.

February 25.

Two of the most notable things in the history of mankind are,
first, the grossly immoral pattern of morality which they have
always set up for themselves in the person of their Gods, whether
of revelation or of nature; and secondly, the pains they have taken,
as soon as they began to improve, in explaining away the detestable
conclusions from their premises, and extracting a more tolerable
morality from this poisonous root For mankind are always grow-
ing better than their religion, and leave behind one after another
of the more vicious parts of it, dwelling more and more exclusively
on those which are better, or admit at least of a better sense. But
this holding fast in theory to a standard ever more and more left
behind in practice is one great cause why the human intellect has
not improved in anything like the same ratio as the sentiments.

February 26.

Cariyle says of the English that they act more rationally than
most other people, but are more stupid than almost any other
people in giving their reasons for it. The second of these proposi-
tions sets a very narrow limit to the first. To act well without
being able to say why one so acts is to act well only accidentally,
i,e. because the natural or acquired instincts happen to set in a
good direction. If the English in following unconscious instincts
act better than other people, it can only be in so far as their much
longer possession of a Government not arbitrary has made it an
instinct in them to respect the rights of others, and as their
greater political freedom has made them habitually look for success
to "a fair field" rather than favour. And as a matter of fact,
I do not think that the English do act more rationally than other
people in any matters other than those to which the influence of
these two causes extends.lity and older
